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=o of. our great diſtance of Time from .the. firſt 
= Wiiting: and, That Every ſuch Propoſition 
does expreſs certain Ideas, and has a teal Senſe 
and Meaning, and the Ideas in it are clear, 


Men. > L 1 TC. 
Theſe Things being allowed, and 19 05 for 
granted, I come now tò propoſe the Way of aſſent- 


| #he Revealer : And how reaſonable, and ſure a 


ment; Whatever is revealed by God is true, but 


thkxeſore it is true: And this Argument depends 
on this moſt ſure and evident Principle, that God 
is inſinitely perfect in Fe and Truth, who can 


neither deceive, nor be deceived. 
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of u revealed Propeſition i th general; for he 

that allows the Propoſition is revealed, can't 

poſſibly avoid aſſenting to the Truth of it in 
i general. | EOS Co” on WO 
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dhe Nature of the Thing; or by reaſon 


diſtinct, and conſiſtent, in the Mind of the Re- 
vealer; and it is N of being underſtood by 


pg +0 the Truth of the revealed Propoſition in 
e general, and it is this, To reſt on the Teſtimony of 


Way this is, will appear by the following Argu- 
. Propoſition is revealed by God, and 


It is: a moſt eaſy 'Fhing to aſſent to the Hub 
N 1 4 2 2 he / 


But as this A, or, Inſtance” of, Allent; is. ſo 


fition ; 


#44. SS. „ 2 JL 5 8 : 25 a 3 . 5 
A, gives the mentioned Aſſent to the ſuppoſed 
Iredicate, or both; i. e. being ignorant what is 


.alle gives the mentioned Aſſent to the ſup: 
bee Propoſition, with ſuch: confuſed Lat of 


, 

F # 
4 i * 
KA) (2 


: X a 
him too from knowing the Senſe of the Propo- 
ſition. N : N 55 
2, likewiſe gives the mentioned Aſſent to the 
fappoſed Propofition, while his Ideas of the Sub- 
oy or 'Predicate, or both, are falſe ; as not be- 
onging to the Propoſition, and conſequently he 
does not underftand it. SOD RIOTS 3150 fp RD 
D, too gives the mention'd Aſſent to the ſuppo- 
ſed Propofition, while his Ideas of the Subject, 
and Predicate, are not only falſe, but inconſſtem; 
and therefore he cannot have the Knowledge of 


* 
5 +s 


FR) 


the Propoſition. ou | | k 
E, in the laſt Place, gives the mention'd Aſſent 

to the fuppoſed Propofition, with ſuch Ideas in 
his Mind, as are conformable to the Subject, and 
Predicate of the Propoſition, 7. e. they are true, 
diſtinci, and con ſiſtent; and therefore he is able 

do aſſent, not only to the Truth of the revealed 
FPropoſition in the general, but in particular alſo, 
pry he underſtands the Senſe and Meaning 

; 2 MT? 6 +4. 6.7 1 
While I give to E the Ideas that are true, di- 
ſtinct, and conſſtent, T do not give him thoſe that 
are fully comprehenſive; they may be true, diſtinct, 
and conſiſtent ſo far as they go, when they do not 
comprehend all in a Propoſitio n. 
I fear; the Caſe of A, B, C, D, is too com- 
mon; and hereby we ſee, that an Aſſent to the 
Truth of a revealed Propoſition only in the general, 


| "(however well grounded) is of very little uſe and 


benefit to Men. The Reaſon is, a Man; in ſuch, 
a Cafe, is ſuppoſed: to be without the Knowledge 


of the Propoſition; ' and while he is without the 


Advantage to him? 


Knowledge of the Propoſition, how can it be of 
Ii is the Caſe of E that is truly valuable, 28 


men- 


* 
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2 Caſes will be repeated under aber 
ers. 

.. T'l now proceed to ſhew, how Men may a. 
rive at an Aa to the Trut of this, or that re- 
5 . vealed Propoſition in particular: And we may re. 
1 member, that the ſuppoſed Propofition is not of 
ea y Interpretation. 6 
1 And here I'll ſet down a 3 af; vibes 
Characters, in the laſt of which you may find a 

Aſerbod of aſſenting to the 3 Truth of the 
fa ſtiuppoſed Propoſition, and ſuch a Method, * as „ 
| | a To Regard to Faith and Reaſon. e 

0 begin, 15 Ak at! 
E is a 2 of an elne T vines, not . 
„ think, and has been under a bad Eher, 
does content himſelf with the Words of the 
in his Mouth, without the Ideas of it 

in his Mind: He is therefore unable to aſſent t 

the particular Truth of the Propoſition. 

E, has ſome Turn to Thinking, and has wear 

a little of the Propoſition; but the Ideas of it 

appear ſo obſcurely and K che der his Mind, 
= 


that his Caſe is like that of * read 
2 in the Goſpel, who ſaw Men Tees walks. 

: He therefore is not yet able to ws ane to the 
— Truth of the Pr N 


But we may obſerve, That this: 2 
be found | the remoter from, or the neareèn to 
Truth and Uſefulneſs, as they are mne, or . b 
ſcure, confuſed, and indiſtinct. „ PEN 

E. is a Man addicted to his Parſon, nd his 
Party ; ; and does not loye to take pains in ſearch-⸗ 
ing. after Truth : He therefore readily receives 
at the Hand of his Miniſter, or Friends, ſuch 4 
| Senſe of the Propoſition as is current Coin among 
them: And conſequently, if he comes to aſſent 


cl ance 7 


** 


e will 


. k 


ro 25 . Truth of the e,! is hy. 
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chance: And if ſome ſhould arriye at Truth in 


© + this unworthy Way, others of the ſame Charages 


muſt be led into Error; for all Parties are not in 
the Right, ſeeing they fo directly oppoſe one ano- 
EDT oe \ (/c 
J, is a Perſon of a warm Temper, and a cloudy 
Mind, and nòt uſed to ftartle at a Contradiction: 
He in great haſte determins his Judgment, and 
ſo comes to form ſuch Ideas of the Subject, and 


Predieate of the Propoſition as are inconſiſtent 
and repugnant: Now, though according to his 


Complexion, he may be very confident, that he 
does aſſent to the particular Truth of the Propo- 
ſition ; yet every rational Man muſt deny it, be- 
gauſe his Ideas are inconſiſtennt. 
EK, has a Character very contrary to that of I 


* 


for in general he has a cool Heart, and a clear 


But his Fault is too great a Regard for 


his Reaſon ; and therefore he is over defirous, 


that all his Ideas may ſtand in a moſt natural and 
enſy Agreement: And he has a real Prejudice 
againſt any Senſe of the Propoſition, which is not 
very obvious and familiar, according to the Nature 
of Things ; and hence he is led to apply all poſ- 
ſible Rules of Criticiſm ro the Propofition, that 


be may give it a Turn agreeable to the Prejudice 
ZW %% ond 


And ſuch a Perſon, it may be, ſhall come to 


'rhink, That the World being made by Jeſus Chriſt, 


does mean no more, but that it was mended by his 
Religion Or, the Reſurrection of the Dead is only 
the Reformation of the Living. „ 
Now, let the Ideas of K moſt naturally and 
eaſily agree, let his Senſe be very obvious and 
familiar, according to the Nature of Things; 


ended Propoſition, they are in the preſent caſe 
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* falſe; and Caine: he does not aſſent to the par- 
11 Truth of the Propoſition. 

I wiſh there were no exiſting Charadters agree- 

to theſe, of E G, H. I, EK, but this is evi- 
= be they Teal, or only feigned, we do not 
find in them the Way of axriying at an Aſſent to 
the particular Truth of the revealed Propoſition; 
1 therefore proceed to 


L, who has a Mind well armed for Thinking 


"x is bleſs d with a clear Penetration, and an ex- 


act Judgment, 1 an 1 Regard for 


Truth, and with general owledge neceſſary 
for the Search of it: He will humbly, patiently, 


and thankfully receive what, Aſſiſtance he can get 
from Men and Books, in reſpect to the Eropo- 


fition, and piouſly ſeeks Help from the God of 
Truth: He diligently proceeds in the proper 


Method of | Imterpretations ane by; Ju Rules of 


Criticiſm. 
The Point in View with him, is 70 unduſtand, 


the Propofition in the Senſe of the |Revealer, to obtain. 
the wery Ideas of its Subject and Predicate, thoſe Ideas. 
that are true, diſtin, and conſiſtent : And until 


ſuch Ideas do appear, his Aſſent to the particular 


Truth of the Propoſition is ſuſpended, he now re- 


2 in doubt concerning it; but yet at the 


ſame Time he is moſt certain, that the Propoſi 


of is true in the general; And -when ſufficient 
arch, Examination, and Reaſoning have brought 
(as he is perſwaded) the true, diſtinct, and con- 


Aſtent Ideas of the Propoſition to his Mind, then 


he is able to aſſent to the particular Truth of i it al- 


7 ö o: When he underftands the Subject and Pre- | 


qicate of the Propoſition, he is able to 
hat this belongs to that. 
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. is 3 the Ideas of the Propoſition, but L 
does: enjoy them. 

6, has co faſt Ideas, but p has ſuch as are 
dittinct. 4 

E, does receive his Ideas i in, a Way very likely 


to deceive him; but L does receive his 1 in a Way 
much to be depended on. 


I has got inconſiſtent Kdeas, but the Ideas of 2 


are conliffent. 
Ks concerned to obtain the Ideas, whid) natu⸗ 
rally and eaſily agree, but L i 15 concerned to ob- 


tain the Id deas, which to a free ud im 1 
Mind appear to be the very Ideas of the 
ſition. 'H 


e is, indeed, well pleaſed to find in "oils 
or that Propofition ſuch Ideas, as do very natural- 


and eafily agree, provided they appear to be 
tru but yet he is contented with, and muſt re- 
ceive ſuch as are barely conſiſtent, if there be 


greater Evidence, that they are the true Ideas. 
And as to the Connexion and Agreement of bare - 
ly conſiſtent Ideas, he is eaſy in the preſent Caſe, 
becauſe, it is a revealed Propofition : and concern- 


ing ſuch a Propoſition he knows, that divine Te- 


ſtimony will ſupport the Connexion, divine Re- 
* will ſecure the Agreement of 5 Ideas 
in it. 


45 debe pepe both his.Renſon and Faith, 


in aſſenting to the particular Truth of a revealed 
Propoſition: Reaſon has to do with the Senſe, 


and Faith with the Truth-of it. In a juſt Way of 
Reaſoning he comes to underſtand the Propoſition, 


to ſee the Meaning of the Subject and Predicate ; 
then Faith, depending on divine Teſtimony, de- 
clares the Connexion and Agreement of that Sub- 


je& and Predicate. The Senſe of the Propoſition 


| is found out by Reaſon, and the Truth of it is aſ- 


ſured by Faith: and hr both Reaſon and Faith 
con- 
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ticular Truth of a revealed we 2 
vide 1 1 ee e N „„ | 

f.the Charadet of L _ | 


(x) A very low 
Micient IA the aral of Chriſtians,” whoſe + 

Buſineſs in Religion lies wholly in the plain Truths 
and Rules of the Goſpel. 1 
2.) It is not deſigned to make the Character of 
L perfect, to ſet him above Miſtake, to render 
us Iofatlibte : He, with all his happy \dvantages, 
1 to miſtake the particular Truth of this, 

at difficult Place of Scripture, and therefore Mo- 
defty and Charity do become and adorn the Charas 
ws, Wien in other Relpeks does ches den 7 
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People ſpeak of Hereſy, and to 


AP particularly, with the damuable Ho- 
MP reſy of denying the Lord, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 
Now the Buſineſs of this Letter is 
to re ou a View of Scripture Hereſy in general, 
and to ſet that important Paſſage of Peter i in its own 
uſt Light. 
The Place runs thus, There foal 5 falſe 


Teachers among you, who grivih ſhall bring in . 


% 3 
247 


＋ i is a very common Thing to hear 


charge one another with it; and 
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neral, how the Word He 
be underſtood in all Places of the New Teſtament, 


Lame to be uſed. in a 18 bad Senſe among 
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ma bring upon themſelves ſwift Deftrubtion.. © | 
But before I repreſent what is contain Ids in this. 

aſſage, it will be very proper to:ſhew-in-the ge- 
00 is uſed, and ſhould 


where we can find it. 


a7 


In ſome Places the Wird is only the Name of a 
Party among the Jeus, as in 47s v. 17. The 8 


or Hereſy, of the Sadducees, Acts xv. 3. The 


or Hereſy, of the Phariſees, Acts xxvi. 5. That 


the ſtraiteſt Sefi, or Hereſy of our Religion, I = 


a Phariſee. In theſe Plages the Word is not de- 

ſigned to convey any Idea of Error, or Wicked- 

neſs, but only to-- expreſs the Spe, or ty. 
Men choſe to embrace. bg 

Abd here i it is proper to obſerve; thar the Greek 


Word ælęseis, which we render Sci Hereſy, does 


ſignify the Choice Men make of their Party, Aue 


nion and Practice, and therefore jn ſtrict 
| Y i * $7 g 


Spe ech, Hairefis was good, or 


Choice was right or wrong. 


In other places the Word is uſed as a Term of 


Reproach in the Mouth of a Jew againſt Chriſti- | 


anity, as in As xxiv. 14. — the Way: «which th 


call Hereſyj. Acts xxvili. 22, De know,” that this 
_ $2, or Hereſy, is every where ſpoken againſt. Here 
the Word is, uſed to convey an ill Meaning, 1 
N by it there is a Contempt caſt upon Chriſtians, for 
i the Choice they had made of Goſpel Religion. 


And from hence we may obſerve, hat „ 


Euemies of true Religion did charge its beſt Friends 
with Hereſy ; and that at this Time, and in. this 


Caſe, it was happy to be in the Intereſt of thoſe 
called Hereticks, 


But the Word” Hardin or Hereſy, in Time, | 
Ek * 
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Chriſtians, and the Hereticks among them were 

indeed a ſad Sort of People, as appears by what 

follows. V 5 
The Word is uſed by the Apoſtle Paul to ex- 
preſs what js very ſinful, in 1 Cor. chap. xi. he 
- pad ſaid in ver. 18. J hear there be Diviſions, or 
Schiſms, among you ; and then he adds, in Ver. 19. 


this Place, ſeems to be ſome Party-making, to the 
lad Diſturbance of this Church, and the great In- 


jury of Religion in it. And, indeed, a part of 


this Church appear to have been rather Enemies, 

than Friends to the Chriſtian Religion; for the 
Reſurrection of the Dead was deny d; How ſay 

| ſome among you, that there is no Reſurrection of the 
'* Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 12, And they debaſed the Lord's 

| Supper into ſuch a Feaſt, as was not eating the 


Lord's Supper, Chap. xi. ver. 20. Nor diſcerning the 
© Lord's Body, Ver. 29. And wherein there was 
| fad Diſorder, one having. too little, and another 
doo much, as appears, ver. 21. They likewiſe 
were not well reformed from Idolatry; for the 

_  "Apofltle ſays, I would not that ye ſhould have Fellow- 
pip with Devils, Chap. x. ver. 20. Nor from Im- 
morality ; for. it was commonly reported, there was 
Fornication among them, Chap. v. 1. And they did 


74 
x 


| _ wrong and defraud, and that their Brethren, Chap. vi. 8. 
Y Here was great Error in Doctrine, and a ſpameful 


ſorder in Worſhip, and a vile Converſation among 
ſome of this People. It ſeems to me, that we maß 
properly comprehend all Three in the Hereſy ſpo- 

9 Jon of; and at the ſame Time. we may ſuppoſe, 
ttt the Men of this bad Character did unite to- 
gether, and form'd a Party to ſupport one ano- 
r . 


» 


| Hepſe by the Apoſtle, in Gal. v. 20. He had ſaid, 
. i | | 1 5 8 :-- Ye 


For there muſt be alſo Herefies among you. Hereſy, in 


But to proceed, the Word is uſed in a very bad 
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per. 19. former part, Now the 2 55 
theſe; and then ks reckons yp a Number of 22 
eateſt Sins in ver. 19, 20, 21. and among theſe we 
ud Herehy ; and concerning. this, an the reſt; 
the Apoſtle ſays, that They which do ſuch Things ſhal 
vor inherit the Kingdom of God + Hereſy then, in this 
Place, is a Work of the Fl:ſh, ſome great Crime, an 
77 as exclutles Men from Heaven. * 
| now mention the Heretick i in T7. un. 10. 3 
s a Man fallen into a very wicked Way, as ap- 
175 by his Character in wer, 11. he is ſubverted, 
And Huneth, and is condemned of himſelf : He is be- 
tome Io very bad a Man, that his own Reaſon 
and Conſcience can't excuſe, but muſt accuſe him 
of great Wickedneſs. F 
We have found, that the Word Here . the it 
had been uſed without a bad Senſe, yer in Tims 
came to expreſs a moſt {inful Caſe and Chara- 
| r what was very wicked in Opinion and VT 


And in this View we muſt take the” | 
Which are in the aforementioned Place of the Apo- 
ile Peter; for the Guilt of them is exceeding great, 

It is painted out in a moſt terrible Manner, wer. 4, 
3,6. the Ax oe brings in the Angels that fined, 
aud were c 25 as alſo the Flood, "which 
was brought on the e of the Ungodly ; and the turn= 
N the. Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into Aﬀhes : 
rt 6 TOs Ka me es, as an b 
ample to thoſe that ſhould li pe ungo ; 
12 When J conſider what theſe Hevefes e expoſe Men = 
: to, I think they mould not be tofſed to and fro | 
. mn our angry Diſputes ; and apply'd to Perfons 
ALecording to, our reſpeQive Prejudices and Pa- 
Ons, Sia der ending the Hereſiss themſelves, N 
5 or 1 e Meu (that are ee. Tb 


FFP 


1 


ay oriddipat Deſign in this Paper, | is to ſhew 
. the Nature of that particular Hereſy in the Paſſage of 
the Apoſtle Peter, which conſiſts in deming the Lord, 
5 and ach! is indeed deſtruttive and damnable. 
Now, to deny the Lord may be taken two Ways: . 
ne is to deny him abſolutely, and this 1 is a renoun- | 
cing Chriſtianity : But this was not the Caſe here; 
for it is evident, that the Hereticks we are enqui- 
in after were nominal Chriſtians, and as yet in 
Communion with the Chriſtian Church ; becauſe 
It is ſaid, wer. 13. They are Spots and Blemiſbes while 


' they feaſt with you, And in Jude, ver. 17 where 


the lame ſort A Perſons are ſpoken of, Theſe are 
* in Jour, Feaſts of Charity, while they Jeaſe with 


"The other Way. of drying the Lord 3 is in forts 
giftzntt Conſideration of him : His Character is very 
complex rom his Natures, Offices, and Works; 

and therefore he is capable of many diftin& Cank- 
gerations, and ſome haye denied him in this, and 
6 po. that part of his complex Character, 
91 maſt 19 15 . Ce that our Lord was denied 
me diſtin Conſiderations; and. if I can be 

0 * as to ew, the Conſideration intended 
by che Apoſtle, 1 hall then ſer the Paſſage in its 
ight, and preſervo to it the original Ideas 


{A for the cles ating up. this Marter I will bre 
*b erve, chat the "Word Lord, in this Paſſage, is 
Necerbrug; 7 d 1575 Man ſee the e Plas 
2585 r ring: of it; Lule ii. 29. Lord. Ag? 
ad. Fim. VI. 1, 2. Masters. 1 
f Nat, Ti Nb 5 Maſters. 1 Pet. Ie 8. Maſters. 
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may find a Paſlag 
1 before obſerved, 


6) 


Bom © ts; 1 mean ſuch a Right as . 


om Purchaſe with Money, Conqueſt in 


and the Uke. | ” 
Now, in ſeveral of the nee Places it 1 1 
God the Father, who is the intended Deſpotes; and . 
he is fo called; becauſe of his abſolute Right i 'Y 
and Dominion over Men in the higheſt. Senſe, ar and 
upon the beſt Ground: But it does not appear 
with any determining Evidence, that our Lord Je- 
Jus Chriſt is intended in any one of thoſe EF 70 
And ſome are inclined to think, that it is God 2 
Father, who is intended by the Apoſtle Peter 1 
the Paſſage before me: They look on this Place to 
be of the 1 8 Nature with that, Tit. L 16. where 
it is ſaid of ſome, They profeſs to kot God, but in 
Works deny him, being abominable and diſobedient, A 
10 every good "Work reprobate. 86 much is certain 
that this e will ſuit the Perſons deſcribed 1 
in 2 Pet. chap. 2. And ſuch as would have — 
Deſpotes in the Place of Peter to be God the 1 CM 
to their .Purpoſe in Jude e | 


That theſe two... 
1 eak of the ſame Perſons : Now, the Aue Jude =. 
ys, They dem d the ouly 1 Lord God, 2 aud our Lord 1 
Tus Chriſt. Tou have the Word Tord twice in ms | 
Paſſage, it is given to God the Father, and to 7 1 
Gift but the original Word here rendered L . 
and belonging to the Father, is Deſpotes; 1175 | 
makes it probable, , that it is God the Father 1 
is the Deſpotes deny d in the Place of Peter. ATR Wi 
this be the Caſe, there is an End of our 1 „ 


after the diſtintt Cunfilerariew in, w ich e our. Lo 
' Jeſas Chrift was denied. _ wp = 
But theſe bad Chriſtians, in che Place G pete; 
did deny the Lord that bought them : And 1 ; C 
* eſus Chriſt that bought them ; and eeing 1 Slag | 
lace of 8 1 chat theſe Perle on 285 deny our * | 
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255 Gif w we will fuppoſe, that he ig the Lord, 
dhe Deſpores, in the Paſlage before me: But then 1 
. put ſuppoſe withal, that the Apoftle had ſome - 


ecial Reaſon for giving this Title to Chriſt in this 
Place, when it is not evidently given to him in any 
* Jjeſus Chriſt is often called a Lord, and ſe- 
veral Times a Maſter; | but they are other 5. Ker 
Mords in the Original, it is in this only &5 ; W 
Place of Peter, that we ſuppoſe he is cal- 14. . 
led Deſpores, a Lord or Maſter. * ail. 


And how very probable, is it, that the Apoſtle 


Fi to mention Chriſt i in this Place under ſuch a 
itle, that he might thereby ſhew, that the diſtinct 


| _ Con deration, wherein Chriſt was deny 'd by thoſe 


2 
5 5 . 


7 Chriſt in th e Place of 


e 1 


Fe 5 
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wicked Perſons, was: his governing Authority and 


po Rule: They refuſed him in the Character of 


. Lord, or Maſter ; they would net be under his 
i Dominion, nor ſubje& to bis righteous Law. 
eir Behaviour toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


may be repreſented by that of the Sfobedienc Jews 
| toward Moſes, which is mentioned in As vil. 3. 


— 


N oſes, whom they refuſed, ſaying, who made 


Dee a Ruler, the ſame did God ſend ic be a Ruler. To 


refuſe here, and to dem in the Place of Peter, is the 


Tame Word in the Original; and we may very well 
_ apply this Paſſage to the diſobedient Perſons in- 
tended by we + 


they refuſed, 75 ing, who made Thee a Ruler, 

* to be a wg And the Crime of theſe Chriſti- 

| e nach greater in Degree, rhan the Crime 
Jews; becauſe Jeſus .Chriſt was a much 

This. Man was counted 


e Ruler than Myſes - 


— worthy of more Glory than Moſes, Heb. v. 1. H pc 


a King of Righteouſneſs and Peace, ver. 2. And | 


7 a greater. 0 © 0 
N e e i for ever and 2. 


oftle Peter, only putting Feſur | 
n bfes ; This Saſs Chriſt, w —_ 


i. 8. To the Son i, 
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But te vid the Glory of this Ruler! "oo fit to be 
conſidered, That ul Things were made by him, and ts 
Him, Col. i. 16. And here is a moſt ſublime 
i Reuſon and Ground of his being a Ruler: But 


be hath a farther Right to rule Men, 0 = F 
hath "bought them, as in the Paſſa 


| Gderarion.” And the A Apoltle tells Want t that 


they are bought with a Price, and therefore they 
muſt, not be the Servants of Men, but f Of, | 
1 Cor. vii. 22, 23. It was in Conſequence” of his 
being Obedient to Death, that he was ' highly exahed, 
and that- every Knee” muſt bow at his 17 * and 
cred Tong 15 confeſs him Lord, Phil. ii. S. How ſa- 
and ear is the Auttori and Rat = this 
bleſſed and glorious Perſon? Nor mult we ene of 


bow 6bliging and engag ing the Gopernment o 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 155 in the very. Bae of 
che Thing, it being mot tife, and grack 


Holy 5 d. bappily defi ned and contrive Ya. 5 


vance the Glory of God, and to effect the Salvaxi- 
en of Men? It muſt now appear to be a Si of 5 
ueſtrullive and dammg Nature in Chriſtians, to 
refuſe, or Aeny, the Tord that bvghr them, that he | 
might rule them; to refuſe,” o r h hin; in re⸗ Nt 
ſpec to his high and facred Aube, and his gi: act 
onus aud holy Government. And I am ſbewing, that 
in chis very Conſideration our Lord was denie i 
thoſe wicked Men in the Epiſtle of Peter; and 1 
raiſe my firſt Proof from that Name Lord, the ori- 
Einal Word being Deſpores, "which does fi gnify * 
Boſlelſor, and Matter ; "one that hath a. Propricty 
im, and Dominion over his Servants : : And this 18 
the Caſe with Jefas Chriſt our Lord in the moſt 
noble Senſe, ſeeing he börk created and. Yedeem- 
Ed his Servants. e 
But T proceed to lech "by farcher ae 
that theſe wicked Mep, in ming the Lord that 


bought 
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ver. 3. 
Un juſt, ver. 9. They 


5 


= pre epreſented in ſad Colours in ver. 10. bein 
fluch as walk after the Fleſh in the Luſts of enen 


Jorſaken the right Way, ver. 15. They ſpeak great 
| uuelling Words of Vanity, and e erty, while 
18, 


Mire. 


uhus are the falſe Teachers, with their Party, 
_ deſcribed, who brought in this 7 of damn» 
ing Hereſy, the denying the Lor 


ing Hereſy Lord that bought them, 
And the Deſcription of the Perſons does evident- 


ly ſhew, That they deny d the Lord in reſpect to 


his high and ſacred Authority, bis gracious aud holy 


Rule and Government To this Denial and Refuſal 
the whole Account does point, nor can I find 
- 086, Semper, in the; Chapter, cher relates to ang 


a o 


Wh 
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Ie will help further to clear up the Matter, if I 
take a little Notice of Chapter i. and Chapter Me. © 


with a Paſſage in the Eg Jude. 


* , 


It is reaſonable to 


7 


thing in Chap. i. deſign 


file ſaying, that what pertains to Godlineſs is given 
according to divine Power, through the Knowledge of 
him that hath. called us to Gbry and Vertue, ver. 3. 
And. there are exceeding great and precious Promiſes 
given to Chriſtians, that they might be Partakers of the 
divine Nature, having eſcaped the Corruption that is 
in the World through Luſt, ver. 4. And then he 
_ Exhorts Chriſtians to give all Diligence, in adding to 
their Paith Vertue, Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, 


Godlineſs, bjotherly Kindneſs, Charity, ver. 5, 6, 7. 


And not to be barren and uaſruitful in the Knowledge 
'of our "Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ver. 8. Not 
to be as the Blind, that cannot ſee afar off, and have 


Jorgotten they were purged from their old Sins, ver. 9. 


uppoſe, thaz there is ſome- 
ching in Chap. i, delign'd as a Preſeryative from | 
the Hereſy in Chap. l. And you find the Apo- 


— 


It is declared to them, that in ſo doing they ſhall 


ver fall, ver. 10. It is very likely, that there is 


TReteronce i the Kip 37 others Hook Faces in 
Sach i. Ir is farther declared, Tha as Entrance 
ſhould be miniſtred to them abundantly into the 'everlaſt 


Y 


g "Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


ver. 11. And in the reſt of the Chapter the Apo- 
Alle does confirm them congerning the Truth of the 


Goſpel.” Now, ee there was a Deſign to 


fecure Men from Wing; or refuſing the ſacred Au- 
thority, and holy Rule, of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, then 
a this Diſcourſs is vety proper, and powerfu 


I next carry the View to Chap. iii, ver. 3, 4- 


where 5 read of Scoffers,, walking after their un 
d ſaying, where is the Promiſe AF Coming ? 


1 
a * 
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The very eaſy Remark here is, that when Men 


Pall came 20 ſeoff at the Promiſe of Chriſt's Cohing, 
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the natural Conſequence is, to Ra after their oung 


e refufing the Government of Chriſt, and by 
| means thereof they bring in the damiable Arch 
ea fog aulh 
"4TÞ elude my Proof with the mention of that 
parallel Place in Jude, ver. 4. where you read of 
anigodly Men, turning the Grace of God inta Laſciviouſs 

neſs, and denying the ouly Lord God, aud our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. How very. obvious is it, that the Abuſe of 

' Goſpel Grace, to the promoting a wicked Life, 
in Oppoſition: to the Authority of Chriſt, is the 

| denying the Lord here in Jude, and conſequently in 
the other Place of the Apoſtle Pete. 
It is Time I ſhould conclude this Letter: But T 
| would make a few very ſhort Reflections. 
| (1) "Tis of great Importance, That the true 
1 Ideas of Scripture be preſerved; for whatever 


we loſe of the Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt in this, 


or that Paſſage, ſo much we loſe of our Bible. 


ſeen in its true Light, is very proper and power- 
Alul to promote practical Religion, which is greatly 
_ = wanting by the Confeſſion of all Sides. | 


3 If Men will apply this terrible Paſſage tao 


any Error, or Caſe, not intended by the Apoſtle; 
and will at the ſame Time act with Underſtanding 


I..) The Paſſage I have been explaining, when 


and Integrity, then they ſhould expreſsly apply it 


upon a parity of Caſe, or by Conſequence ; and 
clearly make out the Parity or Conſequence. | 
(.44.) The Charge of Hereſy is to be regarded, 

according to the Kind of 'Herefy with which one 18 


. 


5 15 charged : When *tis the mere Name of a Party, it. 


is a very harmleſs Thing: When tis a Term of Re- 
proach, 4 good Man ſhould not uſe it, and a wiſe 
Man will deſpiſe it: But when tis a damnable Here- 


V, conſiſting in very bad Principles, accompanied 


Mich a ſuitable Practice, it does diſcover it felf, 
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ſeruch el 
— ont in the Word of God. it does include 
me "Wickedtieſs "of Life, together with the had 

le which does produce that Wickednefs,” 
Nie Not, 9. the Buſinefs of this Letter, 
mew, how The Word Hereſy has-been underſtood, | 


. . 
nitely cancer 


LEY 
2 to 


and. uſed, from the Ages next to the Apoſtles, 


down to our Times: Only I may juſt obſerve, 


that it hath been commonly uſed to expreſs 


Opinion ii in Religion, ſuppoſed to be inconſiſtent 
with true Faith: But how often Hereſy, in Ag 


Senſe of it, hath been applied to ſincere Believers, 


d what Calamities it ath been the Occaſion. o 


in the Chriſtian N 1s a Matter of, 1 hd. 
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N | compliance — * your Holire I here 

you my Thoughts of ſome Paf- 
125 in _Mr.-Chubb's Supplement to 
his previous Queſtion. 2 8 PAS 
. .You know, that in his Supplement 
he apſwers tio Propoſitions, containing Objecti 
ons againſt his previous Queſtion : The Propoſiti- 
ons are theſe, 


I. Though God does in ſome. Inſtances aft from, or 


nccerdin to the moral Fitne s of Things ; yet he does 5 


ne des that in, be Jomeimes abts arbitrary. 
: 8 i 
% a | 


m—_—— 2 


PPP 


4 | II. T hough true Religion, or that which is the Grount 
1 Acceptance; does conſiſt in doing what is right 
d fit in the Nature of Things ; yet it does not confiſt in 
this alone, but alſo in our complying with thoſe Forms of 
| Winſhip which are of divine Inflitution:- So that though 
we do the former, yet we ſhall not be accepted of God; 
unleſs we perform the latter. „„ ot 
The Buſineſs of my Letter is, to take a little 
Notice of ſome extraordinary Paſſages found in the 
Anſwer of Mr. Chubb to theſe Propoſitions. | 
And in the Courſe of his Anſwer to the fit - || 
Propoſition, he comes to the Caſe of Abraham, 
his being commanded to ſacrifice-his Son. It is com- 
paratively of little Account, whether he is right 
or wrong in ſuppofing,-thar the Intent of the Com- 
mand was, to ſhew Abraham and all bis Poſterity the 
Unfitneſs of all "Human Sacrifites, pag. 18. I fiy of 
little Account, provided that he here means no ill to 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt: Yet T think he is miſtaken {| 
in his Suppofition, becauſe there is no ſuch Decla-= | 
ration in any part of Scripture; nor the leaſt Uſe | 
made of the Caſe by any Prophet, in reproving | 
the Poſterity of Abraham in afrer Times, for offer- 
ing their Sons and Daughters in Sacrifice. 
But I leave his Suppoſition, that I may proceed 
to a more important Matter, the Command and 
Caſe it ſelf, 4s it is repreſented by him: and this 
Writer affirms, Thar 1% Then com anded wa: in i: 
J morally unfir, pag. 18. And that the Action it ſelf 
would have been abomi nable, pag. 22. And yet how 
bad ſoever he repreſents the Matter of the Com- 
mand, he does allow in pag. 16, 1 8. that it was 76 
"quired of Abrabam'to offer his Son in Sacrifice, tliat 
God did give the Command, Mr. Chubb does ſuppoft 
withal, that Abraham had fufficient Evidence, that 
God gave this Command to him; for he ſets Abra. 
bam forth as reſotving to deny himſelf in ſo fn Fg 


oy „ 
8 ie” : 
avg 8 £ ee „ * „ S 2 1 88633 8 1 — * 25 3 * 1 * 1 mY n — R _ . . " 
* * 5 9 * * 2 * , T6 og bp . "IL 2 
£2 . , Hf wo FS 3 ; 2 = | 5 & iv ; - ; L 
Fes > ao * 4 , Pa, . . N N. * 
* # 14 2 


” y —a- 
r 


my 
C 


F 9 
* 


in 
Inſtance, rather than neglect to do what he judged was 
his Duty, pag. 18. I hope this Author will alloy 
one Thing more, That Abraham might know the mo- 
ral fineſs and unfitneſs of Things. | | 
And now, what a Condition is Abraham redu- 
ced to by the Command of God! I always thought 
his Caſe very difficult, but in the Repreſentation 
of this Writer I ſee him placed between contrary 
Obligations of equal Force : He is not able to 


. obey the Command, becauſe tis morally unfit ; nor able 


to forbear doing the Aion, becauſe it is divinely com- 


And is it the Way to maintain the Glory of 
God's moral Character, to repreſent him as putting 
a good Man under theſe contrary Obligations? Or, 
is this the Way to conſult the Honour of divine Re- 
velation? For Reaſon and Revelation are made 
to ſtand here in no friendly Agreement: the Acti- 
on which is directly and poſitively commanded by 
| Revelation, is alſo directly and abſolutely prohi- 
bited by Reaſon, according to this Author. The 

| Conſequence is, That when a Perſon ſhall find 

himſelf under ſuch contrary Obligations, he muft 
reject Reaſon or Revelation; and of the Two it 
muſt fall to the part of Revelation to be rejected, 
becauſe Reaſon was firſt in poſſeſſion of the Mind, 
and will oyer-rule Revelation in the preſent Caſe, 


2 Things are repreſented in the Supplement. 


But yet this 1s certain, that Abraham did not 
| 2 himſelf brought to the ſad Neceſſity of 
denying Revelation in the preſent Caſe, becauſe 
he deſigned and prepared to perform the Action; 


| and therefore it is ſpoken of as dune, and record- 


ed as a noble Inſtance of Faith, Heb. xi. 17. He did 
not reject Revelation, which yet he muſt have 
done upon the Principles of Mr. Chubb, if he will 
be ſo kind to A to allow, that he Tue 
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know the moral Fitneſs of Actions. And ſuppoſe; © 
that Abraham did not underſtand the moral Fitneſs 
of Actions, then the Caſe will be thus, that God 
commanded a ſimple, weak Man, to do an Action 
on purpoſe to try his Fidelity, which Command 
could never have been given to a wiſe, underſtand- 
ing Perſon, as a Matter of Trial, by reaſon of its 
JJ. HH OH We Ws 
Pray, Sir, conſider what regard Mr. Chubb hath, - 
in his Supplement, for the Honour of God, and 
of his eminent Servant Abraham. ' To ſuppoſe that 
Alrabam did not know the moral Fitneſs of an 
Action, which in an ordinary Caſe is Murder, is 
to make the Father of the Faithful an Infant in 
| Religiag: and as he muſt know the Nature of 
fuch an Action, ſo he did intend to do it: and 
ſeeing, according to Mr. Chubb, the Action done 
would have been abominable, ſurely the Intention 
muſt be abominable too; for an Intention to do a 
bad Action partakes of the criminal Quality be- 
longing to the Action. iu; 
And now, what a Light is the bleſſed God ſet 
in by the Supplement! God gives Abraham a 
Command on purpoſe to raiſe a certain Dtention 
in him, and this Intention is abominable, becauſe 
the Action would have been ſo; and yet God ac- 
cepts of this very Intention as a very good Proof 
of the Fidelity of his Servant Abraham; and it is 
highly commended and magnified by the Apoſtle. 
I. can't let this Matter paſs without ob 9 5 
That he, who bears ſo hard upon other People for 
not doing Honour to the moral Character of the 
glorious God, ſhould have been more careful to 
avoid the like Evil. And, ) of PRs 1 
That Mr. Chubb might have learn'd by a Ser- 
mon of Dr. Clark's, among thoſe lately printed, 
hoty to underſtand the Caſe of Abraham much bet- 
R 5 9 4 a 5 ter, A 
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ter, than it is repreſented in the Supplement: and, 


That his preſent Conduct ſeems the more ſtrange 
to me, becauſe it was partly the Buſineſs of his 


Supplement to ſatisfy ſome body, that he had no 


111 Deſign againſt Revelation in his previous Que- 
ſtion ; and yet in this very Supplement he does in- 
creaſe the Apprehenſion and Fear of his Readers. 

vo Tocgad Thing that does not ſeem to ſtand 
right in the Supplement is this, that Mr. Ch 
does place the whole Regſon of Obedience in, the 
moral Fitneſs of Actions, according to the Nature 
of Things antecedent to the Command of God 
about them, and conſequently he makes the Au 
thority of God of no account. e 


This alſo is found in his Anfwer to the firſt 


Propoſition, and in pag. 18. he hath theſe Words, 
But that I may go to the Bottom of all ———= and 
this Bottom, or Foundation-point is, That Gover- 
nors are no other than Guardians of the Happineſs of 
thoſe, they are Governors to : and he adds, the Caſe is 
the ſame, whether we confider Government, as exerciſed 
by a divine, or human Perſon, pag. 19. And to 
make his Notion plain he farther ſays, So that the 
_ Ground, or Reaſon, why God is pleaſed with one Acti- 
on, and di ſpleaſed with another, is not becauſe one is 
done in obedience to a divine Command, and another is 
not, but becauſe the Actions themſelves are the proper 
Objects of his Approbation, or Diſlike, pag. 22. _ 

How ftrange are theſe Expreſſions? What? 
Will Mr. Chubb allow God to be no other, than the 


Guardian of the Happineſs of Men ? Are they not 


his Property? And has he not thence a proper 


Authority over them, beyond what is found in a 


Guardian? Are they not (to uſe the Words of 
Mr. Chubb, pag. ITE 


2 Thing, they ſhould acknowledge his Authority by 


* 


— 


| ) ſo conſtituted, circumſtanced, 
and related, in reſpe& to God, that it is a right 
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(28) 5 
doing 55 1 7n, and being ſubjekt to his Command 
Andif this be fo, how abſurd and falle is it to ſay, 
That God is not pleaſed with an Action, becauſe it is 
Ir is with all readineſs allow d, chat God is 
pleaſed, or diſpleaſed, with the Adtions of, Men, 
as they are the proper Objetts of his Approbatjon, or 
Bitte . And Mr. Chuth Ktiows, that Adons be- 
come ſuch proper Objects by being * aud right. 
Now this is the very Caſe of an Action confidered 
as an Acknowledgment of God's Authority over 
is Creatures; fo that upon his own Principles he 
ſhould grant, that God is pleaſed with an 2 
becauſe it is done in obedience to his Cummand: and yet 
this is che Point roundly den) g. 
I cannot really ſay what this Author is here 
. if he would have ſaid, that God is 
not oj pleaſed with an Action, becauſe it is dong 
in obediente to his Command, but that he is al 
pie with it upck a ther Nest, he hd 
then ſaid what is true. Perhaps hie intends to 
fog up the way againſt deſigning Men, that they 
a Ge obtrude upon Mankind under the Fre- 
tence of a divine Command, what is unworthy of 
God to require, or of Man to perform. But 
then he is not happy in the Choice of his Argu- 
ment, or Medium, I mean the placing the whole 
Reaſon of Obedience in the moral theſe of Things, 
ahtecedent to the Command of God; for by this 
means he dots exclude the Authority of God from 
being any reaſon of Obedience, and conſequently 
be deſtroys all Obedience, properly ſpeaking, for 
Proper Obedience aud Authority are relative. 
In ſhort, the beſt I can think of the Paſſages 


produeed is, that they were written in haſte, when 
he did not give himſelf leiſure to look far enough, 
or ſufficiently round about him; and T am che 
Lr 8 Ng about hin r 


— 


To TWEETS 

more inclined to think ſo, from a Paſſage in pag. 16. 
Therefore 1 ſay, that in all thaſe Caſes, in which there. 

ig uo apparent Unfitneſs, and where we are ſatisfied of 

the Divinity of the Command, there this will be a Rea- 

Jon for our Compliance, „ 

.. Now to ſay, that the divine Command is a Reaſon 
Fer our . and yet that God 7s not pleaſed 
with an Action, as done in obedience to his Command, is 
90 e ,, Sa 2 
What I ſhall further take Notice of in the 
Supplement, is found in the Anſwer to the ſecond” 
Propoſition that had been objected againſt the pre- 
—. w!!! ĩð v 8 
And Mr. Chubb, in the Courſe of his Anſwer, 
makes this Suppoſition, Thar certain Forms of Reli- 
gion are appointed by human Lau, and ſome of them 

are ridiculous, and others are cruel, and that there is 

10 . for Compliance, and a reaſon plainly againſt 
it. He does farther ſuppoſe the Caſe, that Non 
compliance with ſuch Laws will expoſe a Perſon to much * 
greater Evil, i.e. if the Man complies he does ex- 
pr himſelf to the Evil of ſubmitting to a F orm of 
eligion both fooliſh, and in ſome Degree hurt- 
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ful; but if he does not comply, he does expoſe 
"himſelf to much greater Injury in his temporal 
Welfare. Now the Queſtion is, what a Perſon 
ſhall do, that is caſt under ſuch Laws, and has all 
theſe Things in view; and the Judgment of 
Mr. Chubb is, that Compliance would be right ; Very 
ſtrange l that it can be right to act without Reaſon, 
nay, againſt Reaſon, and ſo againſt Conſcience. 
Yes, it is right, but behold the Proof; for when two 
Exils preſent themſelves, and one or other of them muſt 
„ 1 be ſubmitted to, then it is right and fit in 
I the Nature of Things, that we chuſe the leaſt: Was 
this Rule ever ſo apply'd by a Chriſtian before? 1 
_ - uſed to think, that acting againſt Reaſon, and ſo 
5 | ; - againſt 


againſt Conſcience, was a greater Evil, than world- 
ly Suffering in any Inſtances; and that the preſent 
Rule ſhould be underſtood and applied according- 
1y ; but it ſeems, I was miſtaken, and now I am 
taught to apply the Rule in another Manner. 
Pray obſerve the Caſe, Here is a cruel Form of Reli- 
ion, if a Man complies with it he muſt act without 
1 yea, 4 Reaſon; and withal, he muſt 
ſuffer in 5 degree: but if he does not comply, then 
he muſt ſuffer to à greater degree; and therefore he 
ught to comph, becauſe in doing ſo he will only 
fo er in the lower Degree. Now obſerve, how the aci- 


Rand for nothing, for our Author does only conſi- 
der and compare the Degrees of penal Evil, and 
accordiogly does direct our Submiſſion to that part 

of the Caſe, where the leſs Degree of penal Evil is 


found, though at the ſame 'Time, the moral Evil of 


acting againſt Reaſon be found on the ſame ſide of 


the Caſe; therefore he does not take this mural 
Evil into the. Account, or he makes the acting 
againſt Reaſon to ſtand for nothing. I am truly 
amazed, how theſe Things came to drop from the 
Pen of a Perſon, that has not yet declared himſelf 
a Deiſt; they are to be found in pag. 25, 26. 


> . 4 


And ſo I proceed to what is equally bad in pag.26, 
27, 28. where we have this Suppoſition, That ſome 
Words, or Action, are brought into a Form of religious 
 Woſbip by divine Aurhority : it is farther ſuppoled, 
That our Lot may be caſt among ſ Men, who do not be- 
lieve this Form of Worſhip to be of divine Inſtitution; 
and that they ſet up another Furm of Worſhip in Diſtincti- 
on from, and in Oppoſition to it: and hereupon Mr. 
Chubb does obſerve, That if our Compliance dil the 
divine Command would introduce Miſery to our ſelues, and 
\ Confuſion to the Publick, in ſuch Caſe that Compliance 
would, in the Nature of the Thing, be perfebily wafer : 


is — 


! 
; 


— * 


EFS 


This is very extraordinary Doctrine indeed, 


and requires very great Evidence to ſupport it: 
now there are two Things offer d; one is the old 


Argument of worldly Intereſt, Compliance would be 


perfectiyj wrong, becauſe it would be the preferring a 
E hing, which was in it ſelf indifferent, 2 Happi- 
- neſs of our own Life, and the Peace of the Publick, which 

are certainly more valuable. So that all poſitive In- 
ſtitutions of God, about Things, or Actions, in 


their own Nature indifferent, muſt be neglected, 


whenever a worldly Intereſt comes in Competiti- 


on with them. Mr. Chubb ſhould have known, 


that though the Thing, in its own Nature, might 
be indifferent, yet a divine Iuſtitution is not fo; but 


a divine Inſtitution is of ſo little Importance with 
him, that he does repreſent the Neglect of it (un- 
der the mentioned Circumſtances) as the prudent 
Conduct of God's Children. It gives me pain to tran- 


ſcribe what follows, F it ſhould be urged, that God 


expects our Compliance with ſuch his Commands; 1 an- 


fuer, this is repreſenting him not as a wiſe and good, 


Sum of which is, That a certain Man at Salisbury 


but as a peeviſh, and ill-natur'd Being, * who takes up 


an unreaſonable Reſentment at the prudent Conduct of 
bis Children: I need not ſay one Word to put this 


Paſſage in a bad Light. 


But the other Thing offer d by Mr. Chubb, to 


ſupport his Doctrine, Is a Salisbury Story; the 


F vrites to his two Sons at London to come to him 


at ſuch a Time, and by the Way of Mincbeſter; 


A but much Rain falling made the Way by Min- 
_ * cheſter very Bern: hereupon, the younger 


EG 1 Son takes a Reſolution, ſo far to bak in upon 
| © thepoſitive Order of his Father, as to go by the 


Þ 


© ſafe Way of Andover; but the elder Son adheres 


_ -* ftrifly to the Order, and goes by Wincheſter ; 
dhe Iſſue is, the younger Son went home ſafe, 
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& and: was praiſed by his Father for depanting . ; 


4 from his Order; but the Elder was drowned in 
* his Journey, and commended, indeed, for his 
% Honefty, but pitied for his. Weakneſs by his 
VV 
Nov, to make this Story 8 and give it 
any force of Argument in the preſent Caſe, our 
Author ſhould ſuppoſe two Things, That God is 


as ignorant what Caſes will ariſe, when he makes 


his Laws, as the Salisbury Man was ignorant what 

Weather would be the next Day after he writ to 

his Sons: and again, That God can do as little for 
his People, in reward of their ſtrict Adherence 
to his Inſtitutions, after this Life is ended, as 


the Man could do for his Son, when drownd 5 


through a ftri& Adherence to his Order. Many 
other Things might be ſaid ſto ſhew, that this 
Story is impertinent, and without Argument, 


there is no Fitneſs, or Force in it, to maintain this 


Doctrine, That Men are at 116 is a2 art ts 
the divine Command in pofitive Inſtitutions, when it 


We 4 n „ 
But Til propoſe another Story, à very true 
one, and worthy of Conſideration : the Caſe was 
this, The Corinthian Chriſtians (to ſecure ſome 
worldly Intereſt, and the Peace of the City) 
were willing to continue in a Compliance with 

their old Pagan Forms of Worſhip : they did not 
carry the Matter fo far, as ro _ 
Form, but to 6 ae all they would obſerve bon. 
Mr. Chubb muſt 


Prudent; byt the Apoſtle was of another Mind, 
For he requires theſe Chriſtians to forſake a4 
Form of Worſhip, brought in by human Order 
and Appointment, and ro adhere cloſely to that ” e 
Luſtitution which was divine: he ſpeaks thus Jy ah Ck 


f 
1 25 
5 


uſe the Chriſtian _ : | 
allow, that this Conduct was very _ A 
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- Cabs ene be-Pantaters of the Le Tail is 


tbe Table of - Devils, 1 Cor. x. 21. And, What 
Agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols, where- 
fore come out from among them, aud be ye ſeparate, 


| faith the Lord, and touch nor the unclean Thing, and 
I will receive you, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. From whence - 


it will follow, in a fair way of Reaſoning, that 


when a human Form of Worſhip ſhall ſtand in Oppoſi- 


Inftityution; we ought, upon wo worldly Confiderg- 
To whafſoever, to forſake the divine Inſtituti- 


tion to, and come in Fix with a divize 
on, and ſubmit to the human Form. And thus. 


I take my leave of the Supplement, and am, Oc. 
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YR þ HOUGH: Me: Chubl's Account Y 
| SD}, the Chriſtian Fuſt;fication hath been 
| printed ſeveral Tears, yet I did not 
fee it, till the Time he printed his 
0 to his previous Queſti- 

I have, in another Letter, 
ſont you my Thoughts of ſome Paſſages in that 
* which appear in a very ill light to 
| And an ſome. Things do not ſeem to 3 


1 ” 
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A 4 8 


right in his Account of Juſtification; you will give 
me. leave to repreſent them to-you, Or 
_ -Mr. Chubb does ſer down the Goſpel Do&rine 
of Juſtification in four Heads. 5 * 


— 


1. The Juſtification of a Chriſtian is wholly of 


Grace, pag. 2. which is very true: yet we are told 


afterwards, in pag. 9. that our Works make us the 


Suitable Objefts of this Act of Grace, and that 


this Act of Grace is not beſtowed until the Day of 


Judgment. It is certain, that in the Day of Judg- 


ment 'good Men will be rewarded according to their 


Works; but is this the ſame with being juſtified 


. ũͤUÜ1ãpmͤ OO 7 5 
2. There is ſome Thing pre-requifite, which males 
the Chriſtian the ſuitable Object of this Favour of Fuſti- 


fication, pag. 3: And here mention is made of 
Fuith and Repentance, which are ſo explain'd, as to 


take in a whole Life of Chriſtian: Obedience: 1 
readily. agree to the Neceflity of ſuch perſevering 


Obedience in order to the final, and-full Reward ; 


but I do not learn in the Goſpel, thitt it is the Pre- 


- requiſite in order to Juſtification. But Mr. Chubb 


defigning to place Juſtification at the Day of Judg- ö 


ment, found it neceſſary to explain Faith and Re- 
pentance, into a Life of Obedience. | 


3. This Favour of Juſtification is vouchſafed 10 obe- 


dient Believers. upon the Account, and for the ſake of 


Chrift Jeſus dur Lord, pag. 5. That the mentioned 
Favour is vouchſafed upon the Account, and for 
2 ſake of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, I firmly believe. 
„4. This Favour of Juſtification will be voueh- 
fafed to all true Believers at that Day, when the 
Body of Mankind ſhall be ſummon d to give uß 


E their Aceount to Chrift Jeſus our Lord: Then 


ct 


E 2 3 8 my 


5" 


2 at Mall every true Chriſtian, that is; every one 
in whom the forementioned Pre- requiſites are 


= © found, 5 Got At ggg being 
_ ee cquitted, 87 0% anole and ſo diſchayged from that 
z e and Condemntien/ ro-which their 
bp ins had juſtly expoſed, and the righteous Law 
_ ,  * of God had bound them over.” pag: J. And fot the 
. roof. of, this Okſervation,onr Author would have us ſor 
ſuch and'fuch Places of Scripture ; arid, indeed; he 
th ſet down very many, which belong td the fu⸗ 
Bi 1dgment.. But upon the whole Number I muſt 
* there is nor one expreſs Word concerning 
te Juſtifying, abſokving, or diſcharging any Perſon 
rom Puniſhment and Condemnation, to nen; chey 05 


ip; Spd Dag 8 a . 2 
it not very makes u von o find 
f Mx: Ch Chubb el many der which dre fo 


7 to his Purpoſe ? The ter to be proved was, 
hat Chriſtians are juſtified, or abſobved at the Dux 
of Judgment ; now here are abundabce of Plates 

| probs, ſhewirig, thar all Men will be e Grit at 
hat Day, and ſo judged, that all obedient C LG 
Ans will be rewarded, and all diſobedient Signers 7 
all be pw - - other only all 5 — Chri- 
5 ans wi adjudged to the promi ſed Happine)s, u 
all wicked Men will be adjudged to the thun fe 
H. But to make this Proof pertinent and proper, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed; that being HH, ubſolurd, -and 
St 2. is the very ſame Thing wirn being 
| ed to poflein ve Happineſs : Concerning which I malt 


41 ted Scriptures. ere we ſee, that the 3 
: 4 or Iſſue, of the aforeſaid general Judgment 5 
8 « . acquitti. bg, or condemning of ' the oo = | 
5 ought to Trial, according as their Wotks 5 
5 4 e made them the fairable- Objeas bf God's 
8 4 Favour, or Diſpleaſure; and con rently; 
Pe ene the Jultfeacon of A Christin 


Page in pag. 9. hs is ſet at the End of the quo- 
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ay more by and by, when I have trauſeribed 4 
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de ag ner kin then, take place“ ' Io' this Pulfig# 
and ner fill then, take p In this” 

FW 


ths preceding fourth Head is cotitaries ; 6 that 
in ſpeaking to one I Hall ſpeak to bot. 
There are two Propoſitions if the mentioned 


other: In the firſt it is affirm'd; that the genera 
Juagment is the acquitting, or condenm ng the Perfouts 
- brought t0 Trial, accerding as their Works have ini 4 
izem the ſuitable Object of God's Favout or Diſpleaſurei 


* 


e muſt now {peak of the general Judgment us | 


Cb riflians, and inthe Language, and Senfe of the 
| Goſpel; according to which the Perfons to be judgs 
ad are in Quality arid Character either Righreous of 
Malen, ſuch as have obey'd the Gofpel, or not 
_ - obey'd'it: and the final Sentence toward both is 4 
Sentence of Retribution; for every one does recefue 
the Things done in his Body; according to that he hath 
one, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10.” od, 
10 all that are then found Righteous in the Senſe 


the Goſpel, will be adjudged to the promiſed 2 


_ pinefs, and all that are then found wicked, in the 
Senſe of the Goſpel, will be adjudged to the threat 
wied Miſery; and thus is the general Judgment re- 
__ » -prefented in Matt. xxv. and in many other. Places. 
But Mr. Chubb makes the whole Bufiheſs of the 
general judgment to be the acquitting, and condemn- 


u berſons brought to Trial — It ſeems to me. 
_ © -thar the Word af does not come up to the 


Caſe; for I think, % Ford does not ſignify the 
- . adjudging to Happineſs, nor does it contain an Att of 
Award; eſpecially when is uſed as 4 Word of 
. like Signification with abſolving, and &ſcharging. 
Ie is agreed, that in the final Judgment the Mie. 

ed will be condemm d; but the Enquiry is, what A 


s of acquireing, abſolvink, or diſchaiging the 


will chen paſs toward the Righteous ; and if I re. 
weber right, the Goſpel does not ſpeak expreſs-" - 
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teous; but of rewarding them with a poſitive Ble: 
| 12 or adjudging them to the promiſed Happi- 1 


The Buſineſs of the final Judgment is repreſent- 
ed after this Manner by him who will be the Judge: 
See Mat. xxv. abovemention d, A certain Lord does 
come , and orders his Servants to appear before 
him—, he finds ſome wiſe, good, and faithful ;. and 
accordingly rewards them ; but he finds others. 

_ ofa contrary Character; and he condemns them —: 
Here is no Body abſolved and diſcharged. This is 
what I would have obſerved about the firſt Propoſi-. 
tion in the Paſſage before me, that the Word acꝗquit, 
or abſolve,. is not proper to expreſs the Sentence of: 

the final Judgment toward any Perſon, becauſe the 
Wicked will be condemned, and the Righteous will be 
adjudged to the promiſed Reward. 0 

7 P oceed. now to the ſecond. Propoſition of Mr. 
Chubb, which runs thus, and conſequently the Juſtife=: 
cation. of a Chriſtian will then, and wat til then, ., 
Place, i.e, at the general Judgment. This being 

an _infer'd.. Propoſition, depends on the former, 
and ought: to ſtand in clear Connexion with itz 
I'll therefore repeat that Propoſition. ; The. general, . | 
Judgment is the acquitting, or condenming of the Perſons | 
brought to Trial, according as their Works have.made. |\ 

them the ſuitable Objects of Cod s Favour or Diſpleaſure, 

and conſequently the Juſtification ——= To make this 
Conſequence. rational and juſt, our Author does. 
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(10 That to acquit, or alſolve, and to juſtify, is 
c Rh Par ORE ET 
( That God's Act of acquitting, or abſolving; 
the Chriſtian, does belong to, nay, is cos d to th 
general. Judgment; and ſo the Reaſoning does run 
clear and ftro an | 
to Jh him, and if this AG of acquftting 
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5.4 bes to; 1 nay, 10 da ren to the echt Judgment: 
then, indeed, the Juſtification of a = Jen _ 


take place at chat Judgment, and not till then. But 
I cam t allow him; that God's Act of -acquitting is 
' confined ro the general Judgment, or that ir proper- 
] belongs to it; becauſe it is neither an Act. of con- 
. nor of adjudging to pofitive Happineſs; and 
dg fore I muſt diſagree to the conſequential. 
ofition of this Writer: but to make good the 
Gehe nce he does ſuppoſe, 
030 9 That a Life of Chriſtian 22 hed nikks 
a a Parſon the ſuitable Object of God's Favour to 
Juſtifeation; and if this be allow'd, his Reaſoning 
is juſt; for if the Pre · requiſite to Juſtification be 
Obedience for the 'Tetm of Life, Obedience actu- 


5 ally perform'd, then truly the Juſtification of a 


| Chriſtian will take place at the general Judgment, 
and not till then: but I can't find ſuch a Pre-re-_ 
> uiſite to Juſtification, or Abſolution in the GOo- 
pel; 9 it would be ſtrange to ſee it there, for 
obſerve how the Matter would ſtand, If the Chriſti- 
an performs Goſpel Obedience to the End of his Life, aud 
conſequently dies in a State not guilty, not liable to Pu- 
* according to that very Conflitution, or Covenant | 
I which be muſt be judged, then at the general Judgment 
be ſhall be acquitted, or abſobved. As ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation is very low in its Senſe, and not fup- 
_ by Scripture, ſo the Principle leading fo ir 
muſt be wrong. a 
I ſhall, in the reſt of this Letter; put Things in 
a different Light from what Mr. Chubb hath laced 
them is, and ſubmit them, Sir, to 728 ju ious 
© Thoughts PSI Ong F 
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different Th ing, as we ſhall ſeę, 


The Places to my preſeac Purpoſe are ve 1 1 
d: 5 and III mention ſome: It is ſaid in Fes 


— Through this Man is ' preached to yo the Fur. 


Gruen of Sins; it follows, ver. 9. Aud hy. him * , 
de 23. Aut hin ab. 


Grey inf d. from. al 


— 


— . CA EN nn > * 


and in "any-onter, Tala — 1 


"Ms 


nſes; and in a very few Places it may 


e aur he Poo of Br # 

the Word. . eee 

See en Hal 1 
O E, ut 44 to the promiſe 3 
Ae for! a, 405 Face — 2 Wy” 25 ou 3 


4. or forgiven, is here NE gk + N 
e we Ae 


5 * 1 8 N 
” $2 2h 5p 
We, 7 5 T os. 1 
* ; * 3 75 2 . 
6 2 * , ” 27S = A 
. i 2 * 


T2 
St IS 


. 
» 8 : y 2: — 


FETT 


ö - 4 5 
k 
f 4 ; 
8 ” FI 
kt * C 
„ „„ 2 
; 


8 3 
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Roms il. 23. That all have fined, and come Het of 
the Glory of God ; it follows, ver. 24. Being juſtified 
Freely by his Grace —— The being juſtified, in 


this Place, is the Relief of Men under Sin; and 


in the ſame Senſe the Word is uſed, Gal. ii. 16. 


 Kiowing that a Man is not juſtified by the Works of 


the Law, but by the Faith of - Jeſus Chriſt, even we 
have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſti- 
fied by the Faith of Chriſt —— Til mention but one 
Place more, of the many that might be produced, 
it is Tit. chap. iii. and in ver. 3. the ſinful Conditi- 
on of Men is declared; then it is ſaid, ver. 5. that 
Men are ſaved not by their Yorks of Righteouſneſs, 
but according to God's Mercy; and farther, at ver. 7. 
Being juſtified by his Grace, Men are made Heirs accord- 
ing to the Hope of eternal Life. 3 „ > 
Now to be juſtiſied in the Senſe of theſe, and the 
like Places, is the being acquitted and abſolved from 
Guilt ; the being ſet free and diſcharged from an 
Obligation to ſuffer the future Puniſhment, to 
whichiMen's Sins had expoſed them, and the Law: 
of God had bound them over: Or, it is a Change of 
the Sinner's State from Guilt, to Grace or F:vour, | 
The being ju/#ifed in the Senſe before me, does 
ſuppoſe a preceding State of Sin and Guilt, name- 
ly, that the Perſon had diſobey'd the preceptive 


Part of the divine Lau, and thereby expoſed him- 


ſelf to the Sanction, or Penalty of that Lau; but by 
being juſtified the Man is acquitted, abſolved, 
and diſcharged, from an Obligation to ſuffer that 
Penalty, for being juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt, ue 

Saved From Wrath, Rom. v.9. And wathal, 
he is reſtored to the Favour of God, and hath a 


Title to the future Happineſs, for being juſtiſted 
y Faith we have Peace with God, and. rejoice in the 


Wet 
He of his Glory; ver. 1, 2. 
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Ihe being juſtiſed in the preſent Senfe, has an 
immediate and direct Reſpe& to the Santlion, or 
Penalty of the divine Lau; the firſt View of the Bleſ= 


ing is the being ſet free, and ſecured from the 


condemning Power of the Law; ſo that a juftifi- 
ed Perſon is made Righteous as to his State, and 


in the View of the condemning Law; it having no 
ſuch Obligation upon the Perſon, in reſpe& to 


Suffering, as in Time paſt ; and moreover, in be- 


ing juſtified, or made righteous, there is a Title to 


Life, or Happineſs, ſee Rom. v. 15. They which 
receive abundante of Grace, and the Gift of Righte- 


* 


Alſcel, or Juſtification, ſhal reign in Life ty , 


Feſus Chriſt. | e 
Such is the Bleſſing of Juſtification, propoſed in 


the Goſpel, for the Relief of a guilty World; 
and ſuch is the Senſe and Meaning of the Word 


juſtified, in the generality of the Places where it 
is uſed in the New Teftament, eſpecially in the 
Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians, where the 
Subject of Juſtification is moſt largely conſidered. 


Pleaſe to remember, that the being juſtified is a | 
Change of the Sinner's State from Guilt, to Grace, 


or Favour ; this is the ſhort and general Account 
of Juſtification. I am, DR. 


2. To ſhew, what is the Pre-requifite in Men; 


What is the Condition to be performed by them; 
or, What is the Means neceſſary on their Part, 
that they may be juſtified; And it is Faith, as is 

evident from many Places of Scripture. We of- 


ten read of being juſtified by Faith, and that the 


believe, _ 


Bleſſing of being juſtified does belong to ſuch as 


And when I fay it is Faith, I would be under- 3 
ſtcod to mean Chriſtian Faith, or, the Faith of | 


nz, through whoſe Mediation, Sacrifice, and 
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And I farther mean ſuch Faith, as amounts to a 
real Converſion: to Chriſt and Chriſtianity ; ſuch 
* Faith, as is accompanied with Repentance, and pro- 

ductive of Chriſtian Obedience ; ſuch Faith, as is the re- 


ing juſtified, as the havi 
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Redemption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
according to the Riches of his Grace, Eph.1.7. and by 


N05 


whoſe Obedience we are made righteous, Rom. v. 19. 


ceiving Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour; and is equi- 


yalent to the being truly religious in the Senſe of 
the Goſpel, or to the being a ſincere Chriſtian. 


I TI moſt readily agree, that /e/s than this is in- 


_ ſufficient, as a Means, on our part, to bring the 
Bleſſing of Juſtification upon us; doubtleſs the 
Goſpel will have Men become true Chriſtians in 
order to partake of ſo great a Blefling, as the be- 
ng their State changed ſo 


much. to their Advantage. 


But on the other Side, I find no. more than the 


mentioned Faith required in the Goſpel, as the 
Pre-requiſite, or Means, on our Part, that we 


may be jnſtified, or brought into a juſtified State. 
The Chriſtian Covenant does not require Obedi- 
ence for the Term of Life, actually performed, as 
the Pre-requiſite in order to Juſtification ; but on- 


ly that Faith, which is a ſincere Entrance into a 
State of Goſpel Religion. | 8 


The learned Dr: Whitby, in his Preface before 
the Epiſtle to the Galatians, has taken Pains to 
ſew, That the Chriſtian is juſtified not by Works; 


no, not by Chriſtian Works, but by Faith, as diſtin- 


-  guiſhed from them. And a much greater Perſon _ 
"+. has ſaid, Therefore we conclude, that a Man is juſtified 
Y Faith without the Deeds of the Lau, Rom. iti. 28. 
I think the Caſe ſtands thus; The Goſpel found both 
Jews and Gentiles under Sin, Rom. iii. 9. and guilty 
38 before God, v. 19. The propoſed Relief is Juſtii- 
flation, or Righteouſneſs ; Now * of Co 
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